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from outside interference such as has been given
for nearly a century to the republics of Central and
South America." The Democrats were at a dis-
advantage owing to the fact that, since so much
had been irrevocably accomplished, they could not
raise the whole issue of colonial expansion but only
advocate a different policy for the handling of what
seemed to most people to be details. The distrust
which their financial program of 1896 had excited,
moreover, still hung over them and repelled many
voters who might have supported them on ques-
tions of foreign and colonial policies. Nevertheless
the reelection of President McKinley by a greatly
increased majority must be taken as indicating that
the American people generally approved of his
policies and accepted the momentous changes which
had been brought about by the successful conclusion
of the war with Spain.